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Introduction + Rationale

When addressing the philosophies, what stands out is not to subscribing to one but to ensure

they are all considered when determining what is needed to develop a curriculum, as was the

case with the curriculum concepts. In fact, as Ornstein points out, subscribing to one while not

being open to understanding the others can actually cause conflict and indecision between

teachers and admin who do not hold the same beliefs and therefore disrupt the school (1991). 

 

According to Dewey, there also needs to be a balance between society vs. individual when

making these decisions. He also points out that we are not only trying to “make [good] citizens

and workers” but we are also striving to “make human beings who will live life to the fullest”

(Dewey, 1916).

 

We chose to focus on found connections based on Schiro’s conceptions of curriculum to

demonstrate our understanding. We have also decided to deepen our understanding by

connecting the philosophies to pieces of art through history. 



Philosophy Curriculum Conception Curricular Framework



Traditional philosophy 

Teaching of principles

over teaching of facts

To think rationally and to

develop critical thinking

skills 

Education should focus

on the ‘great thinkers’ of

our time but also to

analyze and

conceptualize them 

Perennialism 

(Ornstein & Hunkins, 1991)

Traditional approach to

education

Teachers should be “mini-

scholars” who have a deep

understanding of their

discipline 

There are sets of standards for

each subject 

Knowledge is passed to

students through a hierarchy:

scholars - teachers -  students 

The aim is for students to

extend the disciplines (Schiro,

2013)

Scholar Academic 

Disciplines based on subjects 

Teachers are lecturers (the

givers of knowledge)

Students learn to

comprehend and

conceptualize

Doesn’t “fill” students only

with knowledge but aims to

foster student “thinkers”

Master content area and are

able to continue learning in

the specific discipline

independently  (Ornstein &

Hunkins, 1991)

Subject-Centered Design

+ Discipline Design



Why it connects?
The philosophy of perennialism relates to the

curriculum conception of scholar academic as

they are both rooted in traditional education and

are based on acquiring knowledge of the “great

thinkers” who came before us. When correlated to

a curriculum framework, they link to a subject-
center design, specifically a discipline design, as

whilst they aim to relay important knowledge

from subjects and master content, the main

objective is to create independent thinkers who

can then extend the subjects/ disciplines through

their own thinking.



The School of Athens by Raphael 
1508 -1511

When we look at Raphael’s classical

painting of The School of Athens,

the idea of perennialism and

scholar academic curriculum

conception come to mind. 

 

The painting encapsulates the

“greatest thinkers” in philosophy,

mathematics and science (including

Aristotle and Plato). 

 

Even though they all came from

different times, here they are

painted together sharing their

knowledge and learning from each

other.



A traditional and basic

focus on education 

Focuses on subjects (the

three R’s) and essential

skills

Mastery of subjects 

Curriculum is fact-based

Emphasis on cognitive

learning (how knowledge is

acquired) which leads to

good citizenship 

Preparation for life

(Ornstein & Hunkins, 1991)

Essentialism 
Direct teaching of

knowledge 

The purpose of schooling is

to meet the needs of

society

Three important roles in

social efficiency: change in

human behaviour due to

learning, the sequencing of

learning experiences, and

accountability (Shiro, 2013)

Social-Efficiency 

Stresses school standards

and accountability 

Essential knowledge in

based in subjects/ outlined

in textbooks

Curriculum content is given

without context (Ornstein &

Hunkins, 1991)

Subject-centered

Design 



Why it connects?
The philosophy of essentialism
relates to social efficiency in its

“back to the basics” approach. 

 

The organization of knowledge

through subjects in a systematic

(and pre-planned) manner with

specific learning outcomes are

interconnected to subject-centered
curriculum design. 



When we were thinking about the
connection of essentialism and the
conception of social efficacy (also

technology + cognitive processes), Rene
Magritte’s The Son of a Man comes to

mind.
 

While it is a surrealist painting, when
looking at it, basic elements of art have

been applied. The image reflects entering
the workforce whilst the apple shows that

rather than being learner-centered and
needs focused, desired outcomes are pre-
planned. Therefore, there aren’t individual

faces in this context, instead all learners
are given the same apple.

The Son of Man by René

Magritte (1964)



Contemporary philosophy 

Promotes learning by

doing

Inquiry centered

Knowledge leads to

growth and development

Students are active

participants in their

learning

Process over product

(Ornstein, 1991)

Progressivism 
Considers student interests

and needs

Real life problems

Also labelled learner-

centered and self-

actualization curriculum

concepts

Growth is the goal

Develop naturally 

Environments are designed

to stimulate (Shiro, 2013)

Self-actualization

Child Centred Design

Experienced Centred

Design

Radical Design  

Humanistic Design

Developmental Design

(Ornstein & Hunkins, 2009)

Learner-centered

design



Why it connects?
The progressivism philosophy depends on the

students being actively involved in their learning. The

self-actualization curriculum concept includes

students interests and real life problems related to

their own life. Both of these put emphasis on the

process over product and the natural development of

individuals. 

 

The learner-centered curriculum design uses the

ideologies found in the progressivism philosophy and

self-actutalization curriculum concept to create a

curriculum that encompasses the whole-child by

including their needs, experiences, creative thinking

and by attending to the nature of the individual

(Orstein, 1991; Shiro, 2013; Orstein & Henkins, 2009).



Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace

and Hummingbird by Frida Kahlo

(1940)

Some people say that Frida Kahlo is the living

model of self-actualization!  

 

Her collection of self-portraits embody the

educational philosophy of progressivism and the

curriculum conception of self-actualization. Her

artworks remind us of the importance of being fully

aware of ourselves and understanding how we

perceive the world around us. 

 

The learner-centered curriculum design encourages

this kind of introspection and is used to create

relevant learning experiences for each individual

learner. 



Contemporary Philosophy

Social reform

Education for change

Teachers are agents of

change

Problem Solving for the

future

Equality in Education

(Ornstein, 1991)

Reconstructionism

Education’s purpose is for

a future, just society

Social perspective

Vision of a better society 

Curriculum focused on

Environmental, economic,

social and political

problems (Shiro, 2013)

Social-

Reconstruction
Life-situation design

Reconstructionist Design

(Ornstein & Hunkins, 2009)

Problem-Centered

Design



Perennialism 

Why it connects?
The problem-centered curriculum

designs focus on the real-life problems of

individuals and society. The curriculum

concept of social-reconstruction
considers solving those problems as the

purpose of education. 

 

The reconstructionism philosophy is the

foundation of the ideology of social reform

through education, which is what the

social reconstruction curriculum concept

and problem-centered curriculum design

aim to achieve.

 



Season's Greetings by

Banksy

(2018)

Quite possibly the most obvious

interpretation of the four, Banksy’s

graffiti art inspires the public to

examine social issues. 

 

The purpose of Banksy’s work is to

send a message about social issues

and therefore summon the public's

response to social issues. 

 

The reconstructionism philosophy of

education centers around education

for change and this artwork could be

a piece of that process by bringing

the problems to light. 



Conclusion
A school’s philosophy should continuously be reflected upon and revised to address the

changing society and culture. Curriculum should be reviewed and updated in the

process. 

 

In reflection, we believe that all schools should be asking the following questions when

developing a curriculum:

 

What is the purpose of our curriculum?
 

When and for what purpose do we choose each curriculum
conception and framework?

 

How do we work towards a balance of philosophies of education
and curriculum concepts to meet both the needs of society and the

individual learner? 
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